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Dunn started in sci ence because he was interested in natural 

history; and he pursued it for the same reason. The fact that he 

got paid for doing it seemed like a lucky act ident to him, and the 

fact that his work brought him eminence as a scientist meant little 

to him. He certainly never sought importance or position, he never 

played pol itics, and he seemed completely free from pretense of any 

kind. As his student and later his colleague, the most important 

message I took from him was to follow science first, to do my job 

I 

as I thought right, and never to worry about whether the result 

would be "interesting", "topical", "grant-worthy" or a step toward 

personal advancement. This attitude no doubt reflected the fact 

that Dunn started in science in a time that was quieter and gentler 

than now, when it was easy to do science single-handedly without 

serious worries about either competition or support for elaborate -._--__-I__ 

and expensive laboratories; but it also reflected standards of inte- 
-------------------------- 

grity and honesty that were rarely matched then or now. This attitude 

is fortunately infectious; all of my own first students of course knew 

Dunn, and he took a personal interest in them as scientific grandchild- 

They heard his message and still persist in being almost can- 

tankerously obstinate in doing science for the sake of science alone, 

avoiding the kind of expediencies that might have tainted them in his 

And now they tell their own students, Dunn's great-grandchild- 

ren, who never knew him, to follow the same principles. This is one 
. 

of Dunn's legacies that I think is as important as his contributions to 
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* * * * * 

I have tried in this brief memoir to give a picture of Dunn as 

a man and scientist, and to concentrate on what I thought were the 

important factors that led him first to genetics and then to such 

an intensive and elegant concentration on one small region of mouse 

chromosome. In doing this I have relied on my own impressions gained 

during our long friendship, and on autobiographical material he left 

behind, particularly his Columbia University "Oral History" which was 

made available to me by his wife Louise. The memoir is sadly lacking 

in many respects because it follows only one thread, and gives no 

impression of his many other interests and accomplishments. I am 

tempted to do justice to him by discussing these: his books, which 

served to introduce generations of students and laymen to principles 

of genetics, his interest in human variation and his clear viebr of 

race, and.his crusading for political freedom were all important 

aspects of his life. But in fact, without a whole volume or maybe two 

to do it in, the job is just too big to attempt. Anyway, the story 

outlined here is probably the one that he would have thought most 

interesting. 


